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Current Soundings

KYC DIAMOND JUBILEE COMING SOON!

Let’s all contribute something to the event and make it lots of fun,
for KYC members in particular, but perhaps also for the good folks
in Ketchikan who are not members but are interested in who we are
and what we do.....potential future members, maybe. One fun event
that KYC is planning will be an Open House & Dock Celebration,
probably in August, but the exact date is not set yet. We are, at this
point, calling it our Diamond Jubilee, a title that notes a 75"
anniversary date. We are open to your ideas! Any suggestions and
details about KYC that you can offer are welcome. If you know of
some of the history of KYC, let Mimi Kotlarov (Ganymede) know so
that she can incorporate it into her planning for the big do!

Welcome New Members:
Steve & Claire Bennett, S/V Swift
George & Joanne Benson, S/V Teal
Teka Lamade, S/V Allegro
Bill & Xianon Tatsuda, 26 ‘ bayliner
Bess Clark, KYC Safety Boat




Teka Lamade, our Rear Commodore, has left us for Sitka. She sailed S/V
Allegro out of the KYC slip on April 14, with Sally Hansen and Dwight
Lindemann as crew. Teka indicated that they were going to take their time,
go through Wrangel Narrows instead of Rocky Pass, and head for Sitka
after a layover in Petersburg. After passing the Alaska state bar exam,
Teka accepted a job in Sitka, but we know that she will miss Ketchikan and
all her good buds here, and return. At least, that is our hope. We also
hope her journey to Sitka will allow her and her crew lots of great sailing
and adventures, but keep everyone safe and healthy for the trip. Fair
winds and good sailing, Teka!
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Call for Officers:

Would you be willing to serve out the remainder of Teka Lamade’s term as
Rear Commodore? She has moved to Sitka, but remains a KYC member,
and would have served her term until December. Primary responsibility is
social events, planning and delegating. That means that the position is
“party animal”...... does it sound like something you can do for a few
months? We also are recruiting for a Vice Commodore. No, that does not
mean you are in charge of vice; it means that you back up the Commodore
when he/she is unable to chair meetings. If either of these positions
interest you, please call and volunteer to any trustee or club officer. It’s a
fun job, not too much work (most has already been done), you are serving
your fellow yacht club members and you get to hang out with some terrific
folks!



The Jim Eakes “Boat Project” Saga- Part 3

IS IT WORTH IT?

So here we are; been through the engine replacement, survived & recovered from a
sinking and now time to get on with some major wood boat maintenance. The
stanchions are getting “soft” and part of the main cabin has some “bad wood” in it too.
| figured | could handle what needed to be done but after talking with Gordon
Meachum, owner of Homestead Skiffs right here in Ketchikan, we decided to go with
aluminum bulwarks; aluminum doesn’t rot! Gordon looked the project over with me,
said he could do it, but that | had more work to do than he did; he was right!

Wanting to keep the same lines, we’d do one side at a time so we’d have a mirror
pattern to go by. So, off came the starboard bulwarks. | figured all I’'d have to do was
get the planking off, cut the stanchions off flush with the deck, seal it up and turn the
job over to Gordon; NOT QUITE THAT EASY! Below the deck a stanchion becomes a
rib or frame and if a stanchion has rot it it, guess what! They weren’t all bad but those
that were had to be fixed. | decided the easiest way to get at 'em was to take up part of
the deck. This worked fine but exposed a few unexpected items that needed fixing, like
replacing weak deck beams and other “misc” stuff. Then, of course, there are other
“improvements” like rerouting water lines, replacing wiring , etc that are much easier
to do when you have access.

The frame repairs went fine; just took longer that expected. Gordon was right; | had
more work to do than he did. | was able to get at everything that needed getting at, the
repairs went well and by the end of the summer of 2005, turned the job over to Gordon.
The starboard aluminum bulwark went on just like we figured and then back to Thomas
Basin to get the port bulwark off. It didn’t seem quite right to do the sides without
doing the stern too, so off that came. Back to Homestead Skiffs for the completion of
the aluminum work and we had a dry boat.

While we were at it, a nice addition to the boat was a removable aluminum frame to
comer the aft deck with a good canvas cover. It turned out so nice I've been advised
that the cover will become a permanent fixture and will “never come off”. It IS nice;
we’ll see how permanent it is when the sun comes out!

It’s been a lot of work but since | enjoy working with wood and on the boat, a lot of fun

too. Was it worth it? Would | do it again? Just go out and buy yourself an old wood
boat and find out for yourself. | think I’'m going fishing now.

Photos of the project below:




Jim Eakes

Did you know? KYC has a web site. You can access it by clicking on this
link:http://www.ketchikanyachtclub.org/ . To access the member area, type
in your password, which is kyc_ member and your password, which is
rainbird. It is in the process of being updated with new information, as this
newsletter goes out, so whatch for changes over the next few months.






